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January 1997 


Dear Retailer: 


The Information contained in this letter om 1 dp you comply with a new nnctontl regulation about 
cigarettes ind smokeless tulxtcui lint gues It to effect beginning tbit h<?hntary. T'tui tula will 
directly affect your business if you sell these utinran prrvtnni or nave in-store tobacco advertising. 

As« retailer. you con make a ilgnifiram OifA-reno* in protecting children and adolescents from 
lubareo UK. More bum 80 percent of peoptr: who *moke had their first cigarette by their 1 Sib 
birthday. Tragically, of me nearly 3.000 y a ingslere who Iwimo regular smokers every day, l ,000 
win die prematurely because of their iaaidn|. 

That IS Why tut year Preddsnt Clinton announced a new federal regulation aimed «t iedudug 
significantly the number of young people whfe smoke cigarettes or use aimAclcw luliacco. 

Beginning February 21,1997, It is a Fcdcrciiviolation for any rcUtilci to sdl these prndiutui lit 
anyone under 11 years old. (Tho minimum ^gs may bo higlici in yuur suuc.) Further, to prevent 
.tali* u> yimngMfn under 18 who look older than tlieir uge. retailers must verify the age of any 
buyer under 77 by checking a photo ID showing die date of birth, Additional measure* will take 
effect on August 28,1997 and are listed in life enclosed malarial. 

The U.S. Pud and Drug Administration, in tann action with State and locai authoritiei, will actively 
cnfoiuc dris icguladrw, Throughout the year! unannounced compliance checks, typically involving 
adolescents under 18, will lie auirtncretf to ensure that there measures are being observed. Retail era 
fount! selling tc minors risk civil mrvwy penuries of J250 or snore and could be subject to other 
sanction*. Rcallers reponnri to have *ok) cigarettes or smokeless toboooo to someone under Z7 
without cheeking their photo ID rink compliance ohacki being conducted in the future. 

To help you understand and comply widi thu ]C w requirements, FDA will hold a twliuiul video 
conference on February 18 and regional brief ngi around the courtuy in February for retailers, 
health officials, community groups, and oilier i. Further, we have developstd the enelnwi 
inform anon to toll you and your employer* al out druse briefings and the new regulation. II you 
would like more information, PDA lias estalrl rfiei! a tcill-fret number fi-MK-WI)A*4tCiLSSJ tutd fcu 
established a tobacco web site on FDA’s Inter Ml luime jwgn (hrrpv/www, fda.gov). 


We're counting on working with you n 
nicotine addiction und premature death 


to help in 
h. Thame 


rfftlwf fair rnuntry's young people from the risk Of 
c you 


Si icerely yours, 


>X-< 4:.% Ir> 

/& iYid A. Kessler, lib. 

Commissioner of Food and Drugs 


Source: https;' 
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The New Federal Tobacco Rule; 
Provision* Affecting Retailer* and Their Employees 


Starting February 21, 1S07 i 

• Dp not sell cigarettes or smokeless tobi oco to anyone under IS,* 

• Check phntd ID fi>r anyone under 27. 


Starting August ifc, 

• Sell products only in a direct, face-lo-fi oe exchange, (No vending machines or self-service 
displays permitted except in places that never have anyone under IS present,) 

• Do not sell single cigarette* (“looslet”) or packs with fewer than 20 cigarettes (“kiddie packs"). 

« Only accept coupons for redemption fit in adults at the store, nut lliiough the mail. 

• Do not give out any free samples of tig trettes or smokeless tobacco, 

• Inside your store; Have ail tobacco ads and promotional material that have ony pictures or 
colors removed Use only ids or mater al with black text on a white background. (Exception: 
Inside places that never have anyone under 18 present, pictures or oolors are permitted if the ads 
are not visible from the outside and can tot he removed.) 

• Outside your store: Have ill outdoor to jacco ads and promotional material (including on store 
window*) that are within 1,000 fbet of i school or public playground removed. Beyond 1,000 
feet, me only ads m material with black text on a wliite background. 

l 

• Do not give hots, t-shirts, or any other ilft or Item id anyone In exchange foi a tobacco pmof- 
of-purchuc or as part of a sale of cigarettes or smokeless tobacco. 


(‘The minimum age may bo higher in your state,) 
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